
Making Geography more 
practical and engaging. 
Cath Donnelly HT HSIE Irrawang High School & GTANSW Councillor 



Some tried and tested ideas: 

 

▪ Excursions 

▪ Fieldwork activities and virtual fieldwork 

▪ Guest speakers/ Incursions 

▪ Competitions 

▪ Game based learning 

▪ Practical lessons and using props 

 



Excursions 

Can take a class, a year group or a 
select number  and run as an 
enrichment activity for G&T 
students. 

▪ Year 7 Fieldwork Day  

▪ Mini United Nations in Schools 

▪ Youth Eco Summit 

▪ Local Urban or Commercial           
Study 

▪ Local EEC’s  



Urban Places/ Biophysical Interactions 
Fieldwork 



Boomerang Park – Year 7 Fieldwork 

▪ Five stations set up around the 
park with a teacher and an 
expert on each.  

▪ Weather and Climate 

▪ Weed management 

▪ Waste management 

▪ Worimi Country – Indigenous 
land management 

▪ Map reading - Orienteering 



Year 7 Fieldwork – Boomerang Park 



Boomerang Park – Year 7 Fieldwork Day  



Year 10 Coastal Fieldwork –  
Stockton Beach  30.3.16 

▪ We had a number of group 
fieldwork activities observing 
and collecting primary data.   

▪ We also had a talk from 
Associate Professor Rob 
Brander (AKA Dr Rip) from 
UNSW. He conducted 
an experiment to measure 
longshore drift and see if there 
were any rip currents at the 
beach by adding a harmless 
purple dye into the water.  





Incursions and Virtual Fieldwork 

There are a number of experts 
who love to come in to schools 
often for no charge or at a 
minimal cost.  Students respond 
positively to a different voice. 

▪ Local Council 

▪ Local AECG 

▪ Local Catchment Management 
Authority  

▪ TAFE or University staff 

If money or distance is an issue 
then virtual fieldwork may suit 

▪ Big Issue Classroom (see Sam’s 
display in the foyer). 

▪ Arizona State University Virtual 
Fieldtrips (Panama rainforest, 
Grand Canyon, Marble Bar, The 
origins of Water etc.) 

▪ Arctic Adventure – Interactive 
PolarHusky.com  



Oxfam Hunger Banquet   
http://www.irrawang-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/news/oxfam-hunger-banquet?pparam&old 

Year 10 students were divided into 
groups representing high, middle and 
low-income countries of the globe; 
Somalia, Chile and Germany to have a 
lunch experience they will never forget. 

Those fortunate enough to represent 
the high income Germany experienced a 
beautiful and delicious chicken salad 
lunch whilst seated at a white linen 
covered table with placemats and 
cutlery in the school's fruit orchard. 

Students who represented the middle 
income country of Chile, found 
themselves eating sandwiches and 
drinking cordial, and sitting on chairs. 

 

The “Somalians” sat on the ground or 
under their cardboard shelter eating 
their meal of rice off a banana leaf and 
drinking water ( explained to students it 
would normally be unclean). 

The inequalities of the food system 
became glaringly obvious as students 
from Somalia cast envious looks to 
those in Chile and Germany; whilst 
initially the German students enjoyed 
their meals enormously only to later feel 
guilty enough to share their bounty with 
others from Chile and then Somalia. 

A thought provoking social experiment 
encouraging our students to think about 
and discuss the causes of global hunger. 

 

 



Oxfam Hunger Banquet 



Earth Hour in Schools 18.3.16 
http://www.irrawang-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/news/earth-hour-at-irrawang-high 

▪ No air conditioning, no fans, no lights, no 
smartboards no power tools in Industrial 
Arts, but back to the good old days with 
windows open, blinds up and teachers 
writing on boards - all for the first period 
today at school to celebrate Earth Hour 
2016. 

▪ The HSIE department encouraged the 
whole school to participate in our own Earth 
Hour and rated the experience as a big 
success. From the Principal's office, 
the front admin office to the classrooms and 
the library, staff and students worked well 
without using power for one hour. 

▪ Our General Assistant Eddie helped some 
students  measure our power usage 
yesterday during first period and again 
today and noted a decrease in wattage 
down to 0.3kw from .7kw - a decrease of 
more than half.  

 





GoMAd Challenge 
https://taronga.org.au/gomad-challenge-sydney 

▪ The GoMAD (Make a Difference) 
Challenge 2016 is a collaboration 
between NSW Environmental and Zoo 
Education Centres and the NSW Office of 
Environment & Heritage. 

▪ GoMAD school projects - terms 1 to 3, 
schools work on a project, create a video 
& receive external expert support 

▪ Optional GoMAD student camps - run by 
your local Environmental Education 
Centre to support student projects 

▪ Youth Eco Summit 2016 - 19th & 20th 
October - schools present projects to 
others and celebrate success! 

 



Competitions 

▪ GTA Arthur Phillip Fieldwork 
Competition (new Primary 
Category for 2016). 

▪ Australian Geography 
Competition ($4 per student) 

▪ NSW Geography Competition 
(WESSTA) – free to member 
schools ($80 per year) 

▪ Australian Map Competition 

▪ AsiaWise  ($6 per student) 

Photography Competitions 
(viewbug.com) – most are free. 
These are great to use as an 
additional activity on fieldwork 
trips. For example: 

▪ ANZANG Nature Photographer 
of the Year – Junior Division 

▪ BOM Photo competition – 2017 
Australian Weather Calendar 

▪ Hunter Landscape Photo 
Competiton 

 



Game Based Learning 

So many great geographical educational games are available such as: 

▪ Minecraft 

▪ Sim City 

▪ Run that Town  

▪ Stop Disasters 

▪ Kahoot 

▪ Exit Australia 

▪ Against all Odds (UNHCR) 

▪ Farmville 

 

 

 

 



Game Based Learning 

▪ ABC Splash has a large range of 
interactive geography games 
for both primary and secondary 
students.  

▪ www.splash.abc.net.au 

▪ Also search under “science” as 
there are a lot of relevant 
physical geography activities, 
especially about water. 



Practical Lessons - 
using equipment & props  

▪ At IHS this year we have invested 
in buying equipment which 
encourages tactile learning and 
makes lessons more “hands on.” 

▪ Most of this equipment is 
inexpensive such as plasticine and 
puzzles. 

▪ We were also fortunate enough to 
get free globes and maps from our 
school  community participating 
in the Woolworths Earn and Learn 
Program.  













 
 
                                          Project Based Learning 
 
 
Year 10 HSIE students have been engaged in some project based learning with the aim of 
making Irrawang High School more sustainable.  Twelve groups of students pitched their 
ideas to a panel of staff, students, a P&C representative and a staff member from Port 
Stephens Council.  Projects presented today included increased solar power at the 
school, can & bottle recycling, e-waste collections, rainwater tank, energy efficiency 
initiatives, worm farms, improved paper recycling, and a project aiming at reducing food 
miles by setting up a trading system between the agriculture faculty and the school 
canteen.  Students having been working for a month researching their concept including 
costing and budgeting.  The aim is to gain a grant to complete some of these projects 
and present the outcome of some of these actions at the Youth Eco Summit in Sydney 
later in the year. 







Professional Networking 

Get involved in your professional 
association GTANSW via  

Facebook – Geography Teachers 
Association of NSW Inc 

Twitter @gtansw 

Also check out AGTA and GTAV 
websites for some excellent ideas 
and resources. 

 

Facebook – Community of Geography 
Teachers Australia. 

Twitter - @geogdon (have a look at the list of 
geographers I follow around the world) 

For ideas about promoting Geography in your 
school see what we are doing at IHS – (website 
is updated daily). 

http://www.irrawang-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/home 



    Questions?  

Contact details 
catherine.a.donnelly@det.nsw.edu.au 

Feel free to email if you have any 
questions or message me via Twitter 

@geogdon 
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